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VIC164 Ideas & Their 
Consequences 
Library Research Seminar
Agatha Barc, HBA, MI & 
Colin Deinhardt, HBA, MA, MISt
Reader Services & Instruction Librarians 

E.J. Pratt Library

Research Resources in 
Literature 

• VIC191 Research Guide: 
http://uoft.me/vic164/

• E.J. Pratt Library: 
http://library.vicu.utoronto.ca/

• University of Toronto Libraries:
http://onesearch.library.utoronto.ca/.

What is a “Scholarly Journal 
Article”?
“Scholarly journal articles report on original 
research by experts in a particular academic 
discipline. Often they go through a peer-review 
process, which means that they are evaluated 
by reputable scholars in the field before they are 
published.”

Literary Guides, Companions 
& Casebooks

• Consulting a literary guide will help you 
understand the plot, characterization, themes, 
the use of literary devices in the works of 
fiction under study, in addition to the cultural 
significance of the text and its place in the 
literary canon.  
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Literary Guides, Companions 
& Casebooks

• An excellent starting point for both 
understanding a novel and conducting literary 
research. 

• Guides include literary criticism and contain 
bibliographies or works cited lists with related 
books and articles that may pertain to your 
research topic. 

The Library Catalogue 
• Searches the collections of all (44) libraries on 

the three campuses. 

• Books

• Ebooks

• Periodicals (titles of scholarly journals, popular 
magazines, newspapers, but not individual
articles)

• Audio-visual material (such as streaming video 
and DVDs), maps, and government 
publications.

Searching the Catalogue 
• A keyword

• A book title

• A journal title

• An author’s (or editor’s) name

• Subject 

• A specific call number (or a book number) 

• Series title.

Journal Indexes
Also known as “databases”: research tools that 
contain specific types of research literature not 
found in the library catalogue. 

Depending on the scope, a database can be used 
to locate the following:
• journal articles
• magazine articles
• newspaper articles
• books and book chapters (print and online)
• book/film/theatre reviews
• images. 
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Searching Journal Indexes
Journal databases can be searched using:
• a chosen topic (using keywords and subject 

headings)

• a chosen author

• a known title

• and other parameters. 

Citing Books & Other 
Sources 

• American Psychological Association (APA) 

• Chicago

• Modern Language Association (MLA). 

In-Text Citations
The influence of Don Quixote as a literary 

character has permeated literature, visual and 

performing arts, in addition to other cultural 

branches (Bayliss 383). 

In-Text Citations
According to Robert Bayliss, “Don Quixote’s life 

has continued long since Cervantes’s death in 

1616 and is still to this day the object of both 

interpretation and adaptation, reincarnated on 

the printed page and the artist’s canvas, as a 

national monument, on the stages of both 

classical ballet and Broadway musical, and as 

the subject of both popular song and cinema” 

(383). 
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Works Cited
Bayliss, Robert. “What Don Quixote Means 

(Today).” Comparative Literature Studies, 

vol. 43, no. 4, 2006, pp. 382–397. MLA 

International Bibliography, doi: 

10.1353/cls.2007.0010.

Core Bibliographic Principles 
in the MLA Style 

1) Author,

2) Title of source,

3) Title of container,

4) Other contributors,

5) Version,

6) Number,

7) Publisher,

8) Publication date,

9) Location. 

Author

Bandera, Cesáreo. The Humble Story of Don 

Quixote: Reflections on the Birth of the 

Modern Novel. Catholic University of 

America Press, 2006.

Other Contributors 

Riley, E.C. “Literature and Life in Don Quixote.” 

Cervantes’ Don Quixote: A Casebook, 

edited by Roberto González 

Echevarría. Oxford University Press, 

2005, pp. 125–140.
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Title of Source
Book: 

Egginton, William. The Man Who Invented Fiction: 

How Cervantes Ushered in the Modern World. 

Bloomsbury, 2016. 

Periodical: 

Bayliss, Robert. “What Don Quixote Means (Today).” 

Comparative Literature Studies, vol. 43, no. 4, 

2006, pp. 382–397. MLA International 

Bibliography, doi: 10.1353/cls.2007.0010.

Title of Source 

Web Site:

Layson, Hana, and Glen Carman. “The World of 

Don Quixote.” The Newberry Library’s 

Digital Collections for the Classroom, 

http://dcc.newberry.org/collections/

the-world-of-don-quixote#the-politics-

of-quixotes-world-ii-reading-and-the-

inquisition. Accessed 31 Oct. 2017.  

Title of Container 
Bayliss, Robert. “What Don Quixote Means 

(Today).” Comparative Literature Studies, 

vol. 43, no. 4, 2006, pp. 382–397. MLA 

International Bibliography, doi: 

10.1353/cls.2007.0010.

Version

Parr, James, and Lisa Vallendorf, editors. 

Approaches to Teaching Don Quixote. 2nd 

ed., Modern Language Association of 

America, 2015. 
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Number
Bayliss, Robert. “What Don Quixote Means 

(Today).” Comparative Literature Studies, 

vol. 43, no. 4, 2006, pp. 382–397. MLA 

International Bibliography, doi: 

10.1353/cls.2007.0010.

Publisher
Egginton, William. The Man Who Invented 

Fiction: How Cervantes Ushered in the 

Modern World. Bloomsbury, 2016. 

Publication Date
González, Echevarría R. Cervantes’ Don Quixote: 

A Casebook. Oxford University Press, 

2005.

Location

Riley, E.C. “Literature and Life in Don Quixote.” 

Cervantes’ Don Quixote: A Casebook, 

edited by Roberto González Echevarría. 

Oxford University Press, 2005, pp. 125–

140.
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Obtaining Research 
Assistance

• In-person research help

• Book a research consultation

• Email research help

• Chat with a librarian.

Obtaining Writing Assistance

• Vic Writing Centre: 

http://www.vic.utoronto.ca/students/

tutorialservices/writing_centre.htm.


